Role of regulatory T-cells during hepatitis C infection: From the acute phase to post-transplantation recurrence.
Hepatitis C viral infection persists and becomes chronic in a majority of affected individuals. Numerous factors have been described to explain how the virus manages to escape the host immune system. One important escape mechanism is the increase in regulatory T cells induced by the virus. In this review, we will focus on the status of regulatory T cells throughout the natural history of hepatitis C infection and after liver transplantation. The molecular mechanisms involved in increasing the number of regulatory T cells are also discussed, as are data regarding the impact of regulatory T-cells on hepatic fibrosis in the context of hepatitis C viral infection.